
 
 
 

Verbatim Celebrates 40 Years of Data Storage Innovation 
 

This year, Verbatim (Latin for “literally”) celebrates 
40 years of enhancing the digital lifestyle of 
consumers, businesses and professionals with data 
storage innovation.  
 
Since its founding in 1969, the company has been at 
the forefront in the development of data storage technology –  
from floppy disks and magneto-optical storage media to the CD and DVD formats and 
the latest high-definition Blu-ray Disc (BD) media.     
 
In the early years, the company joined industry leaders such as IBM in rolling out the 8-
inch floppy diskette, Shugart in announcing the 5.25-inch floppy diskette and Sony in 
introducing the 3.5” micro diskette (1MB).  Focused on increasing its share of the rapidly 
growing floppy disk market, Verbatim continued to pioneer advancements such as the 
launch of its high-density 1.6MB mini diskette, its 2MB micro diskette and the 
DatalifePlus® (Teflon-protected) diskette and soon became the world's largest producer 
of floppy disks.    
 
While Verbatim had achieved market leadership with floppy disks, it continued to expand 
its product range, adding 5.25” magneto-optical (MO) media in 1990 and 3.5” MO media 
in 1991.  As the need for higher capacities and higher performance storage solutions 
grew, Verbatim also took a leadership role in the development, manufacture and 
advancement of CD and DVD media.  
 

Growth and Expansion 
In 2002, Randy Queen, a 20-year veteran with 
Verbatim, was promoted from vice president of 
operations to president.  Since then, he has guided 
the growth and expansion of the company beyond 
optical storage to encompass three additional 
operating units – hard disk, flash memory and 
accessory products.   

  
Randy Queen, Verbatim President 
 
A year after Queen’s appointment, Verbatim launched its  
award-winning line of Store ‘n’ Go USB flash drives.   
Currently, Verbatim offers a broad range of  USB drives  
that meet the needs of consumers, professionals and  
corporations with capacities ranging from 1GB to 32GB.  
 
        Verbatim Store ‘n’ Go Micro USB Drives 
 
The need for fast, easy ways to store, share and transport data files, presentations, photos, 
music and video is fueling explosive growth in the worldwide flash-based removable 
storage industry. According to Parks Associates, the storage needed for the average 
household’s digital media alone will grow from 225GB in 2008 to 625GB in 2011.  
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In addition to the standard applications such as USB drives,  
digital still cameras, digital camcorders and portable devices,  
flash storage is now penetrating the computer industry with  
SSD drives like Verbatim’s recently launched ExpressCard SSD.  
With capacities of 16, 32 and 64GB, the new solid-state drive  
(SSD) provides PC and Mac users with plug-in storage that is  
up to five times faster than USB-based ExpressCards. 
 
            Verbatim ExpressCard SSD 
History of Firsts 
In  2004, Verbatim leveraged its leadership in advancing CD and DVD media technology 
to become the first to launch double-layer optical media.  With this milestone, the 
capacity of DVD media increased to 8.5GB.  
 
Today, Verbatim is known worldwide for its unmatched history of being first to deliver 
the latest storage solutions as well as a full range of accessories with the reliability, 
performance and broad compatibility that users trust. 
 
One of the keys to Verbatim being first to deliver so many new optical media products is 
its affiliation with its parent company, Mitsubishi Kagaku Media Co., Ltd.,  (MKM) and 
the Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation Group (MCC), Japan's largest chemical company. 
With each performance increase, new manufacturing techniques must be developed in 
combination with dyes and chemistries that can be reliably written to at extremely high 
spin rates.  As a result, MKM’s and MCC’s outstanding research and development of 
new dyes, coatings, base media technologies and manufacturing processes has clearly 
been an advantage for Verbatim.  
 
Removable Hard Drive Entry 
2007 was also the year that Verbatim purchased substantially all of the assets of 
SmartDisk Corporation’s external hard drive (HD) and digital imaging business.  
“Verbatim recognized that consumers and business professionals need the full range of 
removable and portable storage options – optical, flash and hard disk,” recalled Randy 
Queen, Verbatim President. “The acquisition was part of Verbatim’s corporate strategy to 
capitalize on the growing PC external storage market and to complement its existing line 
of portable storage products.”  
 
With the acquisition of SmartDisk, Verbatim continued  
to expand its product offerings and moved full-speed  
into the removable HDD and the consumer/small-medium  
business NAS markets.  Recently, the company added  
the world’s first half-Terabyte 2.5” Portable Hard Disk  
Drive (HDD).        
        Verbatim 500GB Portable HDD 

 
“Verbatim’s new Gigabit NAS hard drives address the needs of both consumer and small 
business,” said Queen.  “It’s ideal for consumers who are looking for solutions to  
stream their massive collection of digital content to their entertainment systems and to 
preserve their content.  But it will also meet the needs of small- to medium-sized  
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businesses that are looking for affordable, high-capacity, high-performance network 
storage to automate backup of office computers and protect user data.” 
 
Following the launch of its first BD media in 2006, Verbatim became well-known for 
advancing recordable and rewritable Blu-ray disc technologies.  These advancements 
enable users to benefit from higher speeds, dual layers and printable surface BD media—
all with a proprietary, super-hardcoat protective finish developed by MKM.   
 
Verbatim also offers 2X BD-R LTH Type media  
and will soon launch higher-performance LTH  
media featuring "Low to High" (LTH) in-groove  
recording.  Compared to standard BD-R discs,  
which use inorganic dye, BD-R LTH discs use  
a patented organic AZO layer which Verbatim’s  
parent company, MKM, developed by drawing on  
its many years of success in developing organic AZO  
recording layers for CD-R and DVD-R media. 
       
        Verbatim Blu-ray Product Line 
 
The organic recording layer allows the LTH media to be manufactured on existing CD-R 
or DVD-R production lines with only minor adjustments, providing a more affordable 
solution to high-definition video storage.  
 
“With BD burner prices under $400 and single-layer BDR media very reasonable at 
about $4-$7, we’re seeing steady growth for BD media in the prosumer area,” said 
Queen.  “And as volumes increase, the prices will decrease rapidly.” 
 
Queen added that one area that is growing rapidly today is in the business/corporate arena 
where firms are required to retain and archive emails, documents, data and images for 
extended periods.  First they must “prove” that the information has been truly archived; 
and obviously, write-once optical meets this requirement.  
 
The need for fast, easy ways to back-up, store, share and transport data files, 
presentations, photos, music and video is fueling explosive growth worldwide for the full 
range of removable and portable storage options. Verbatim has the expertise and the 
experience to continue meeting the needs of these expanding markets with highly 
reliable, technically advanced solutions that are also cost-effective.  

# # # 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Agency Contact: Andy Marken  Client Contact: Tim Clatterbuck 
  andy@markencom.com  tim.clatterbuck@verbatim.com 
  (408) 986-0100  (704) 547-6500 
           

Verbatim Celebrates 40th Year in Data Storage Industry 
 

• 1969 Founded as Information Terminals Corporation, manufacturer
 computer terminals 

• 1970 Verbatim® pioneers data cassette technology 
• 1974 Along with IBM, introduces 8” floppy diskette 
• 1975 Verbatim licensed to produce Quarter-inch Cartridge (QIC)  
• 1975 Verbatim introduces mini cassettes 
• 1977 Partners with Shugart to launch 5.25” floppy diskette 
• 1978 Name changed to Verbatim Corporporation 
• 1983 Joins Sony in introducing 3.5” micro diskette (1MB) 
• 1984 Verbatim delivers high-density mini diskette (1.6MB) 
• 1986 Verbatim launches 2MB micro diskette 
• 1987 Verbatim introduces DatalifePlus® (Teflon-protected) diskettes 
• 1990 Verbatim acquired by Mitsubishi Kasei Corporation   
• 1990 5.25” magneto-optical (MO) media introduced 
• 1991 3.5” MO media introduced 
• 1992 Verbatim acquires QIC tape business from Carlisle  
• 1993 Verbatim CD-R media introduced 
• 1994 Verbatim launches imaging supplies business  
• 1995 Laser Technologies (US) and Ecotone Toner (Europe) acquired 
• 1995 Mitsubishi Kasei Corp. and Mitsubishi Petrochemical Corp. merge to

 form Mitsubishi Chemical Corp. ($14 billion corporation)  
• 1996 Verbatim introduces QIC-EXtra™ platform technology 
• 1996 Verbatim launches DataLifePlus® CD-R media, the first discs to feature 

 a silver reflector layer and universal printable/protective coating   
• 1997 Introduction of Verbatim UltraLife™ Laser Toner Cartridges 
• 1997 Introduction of optical hardware business--MO, CD-R, & CD-RW drives; 

 industry’s first integrated Storage Scanner 
• 1997 Verbatim is first to introduce CD-ReWritable (CD-RW) media 
• 1997 Verbatim introduces DVD-Recordable (DVD-R) media 
• 1998 Verbatim-branded DLT cartridges introduced 
• 1998 Verbatim licensed to develop and produce tape cartridges based on the

 Linear Tape-Open™ (LTO™)-based Ultrium™ high-capacity format 
• 1998 Verbatim-branded ZIP cartridges introduced 
• 1998 Verbatim partners with OnStream to introduce Advanced Digital

 Recording™ (ADR) tape technology 
• 1999 Verbatim Audio CD-R and CD-RW media announced 
• 1999 Verbatim DVD-RW and DVD-R media announced 
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• 1999 Verbatim unveils first formatted 4X CD-RW discs, first 12X CD-R discs  
• 1999 Verbatim announces extended-capacity CD-R discs  
• 2000 Verbatim ships 10x CD-RW media  
• 2000 Verbatim first to offer 16x extended-capacity CD-R discs  
• 2003 Verbatim delivers industry’s first 4x-speed DVD+RW media  
• 2003 Verbatim’s new Store ‘n’ Go USB 2.0 drives achieve a milestone—

 Transfer 256MB of sata in about 30 seconds 
• 2003 Verbatim announces industry’s first 32x Ultra Speed + CD-RW discs 
• 2004 Verbatim launches world’s first 8.5GB DVD+R DL media 
• 2004 Verbatim ships industry’s only fully certified DVD+R Double Layer 

 media for 2.4X – 5X DL drives 
• 2004 Verbatim first to launch distinctive, Silver Inkjet Printable CD-Rs  
• 2005 Verbatim/MKM Named No. 1 in global recordable CD and DVD media 

 markets by Santa Clara Consulting Group (SCCG) 
• 2005 Verbatim Ships 2-4x DVD-R Dual Layer media  
• 2005 Verbatim Store 'n' Go PRO USB named one of the 100 Best Products of 

 the year and one of the top 10 storage and backup products by PC World 
 Magazine 

• 2006 Verbatim first to announce Mini DVD+R DL media 
• 2006 Verbatim named the leading supplier of recordable CD and DVD media  

 worldwide for 2nd year in a row by the SCCG 
• 2006 Verbatim/MKM Ships world’s first HD DVD-R recordable media  
• 2006 Verbatim Announces world’s first Mini DVD-R DL media 
• 2007 Verbatim Acquires SmartDisk external hard disk drive and digital 

 imaging business assets 
• 2007  Verbatim Announces world’s first Mini BD media 
• 2007 Verbatim Announces world’s first color-background LightScribe DVDRs  
• 2008 Verbatim first to market with LightScribe-certified 8x DVD+R DL media 

 
 
Since its beginning in 1969, Verbatim has been at the forefront of the evolution in data storage 
technology. Today, 40 years later, Verbatim is a global leader in the development and marketing 
of premium-quality products for storing, moving and using digital content. 
  
Customer-driven, Verbatim is known for adding considerable product value--above and beyond 
its competitors--to established media technology.  An industry pioneer, Verbatim is also 
recognized for the roll it plays in early product development and commercial product 
introduction of new technologies.  Verbatim's leadership role is especially apparent in the 
evolution of optical media, including MO, CD/DVD and BD where it has consistently set the 
pace for technical advancements. 
 
Along with its technological innovations, Verbatim is recognized universally for its superior 
manufacturing practices. Verbatim was the first media company to receive ISO certification, the 
de facto standard for quality management systems worldwide. This commitment to quality 
translates into consistent product performance and reliability.  In addition, Verbatim provides 
toll-free technical support and service to enable its customers to maximize the performance of its 
products. 
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As a subsidiary of Tokyo-based Mitsubishi Kagaku Media Co., Ltd. (MKM), a recognized world 
leader in the computer industry, Verbatim is ideally positioned to take advantage of changes in 
the market while continuing to challenge the frontiers of data storage.  

Verbatim Product Line 
Magnetic Media      
3.5” Floppy Disks      
QIC 4MM, 8MM Tape Cartridges    
DLT Cartridges   
LTO Cartridges      
 
Optical Media    
3.5” & 5.25” Magneto-Optical Disks 
UDO1 and UDO2 Discs (WORM & RW) 
CD-Recordable (CD-R) Discs 
CD-ReWriteable (CD-RW) Discs 
CD-R and CD-RW Printable Discs 
Digital Vinyl CD-R Discs 
Audio CD-R Discs 
Mini CD-R Discs 
DVD-Recordable (DVD-R, DVD+R) Discs 
DVD-ReWriteable (DVD-RW, DVD+RW) Discs 
DVD-R Printable Discs 
DVD+R and DVD+RW Discs 
DVD+R and DVD+RW Printable Discs 
DVDs with VideoGard Protection 
Mini DVDs for Camcorders 
Digital Vinyl DVD-R and DVD+R Discs 
DVD+R Dual Layer (DL) Discs 
DVD+R DL Thermal Printable Discs 
DVD-R PhotoSave Discs 
LightScribe CDs and DVDs  
DVD-RAM) Discs 
Blue-ray BD-R, BD-RE and BD-DL Media 
Archival Grade CD/DVD Media 
Photo Grade CD/DVD Media 
Medical Grade CD/DVD Media 
 
Hard Drives 
2.5” Portable External HDs        
3.5” Desktop External HDs 
3.5” NAS Desktop External HDs 
Quad Interface Desktop HDs 
Floppy Disk Drives 
 
USB Flash Drives 
Store ’n’ Go USB Flash Drives  
Store ‘n’ Go PRO USB Flash Drives 
Store ‘n’ Go Corporate Secure Drives  
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Store ‘n’ Go Corporate Secure FIPS Edition Drives 
Store 'n' Go Micro USB drives  
Store 'n' Go Retractable USB Drive for Macs 
Store ‘n’ Go U3 Smart Drive 
                                                      
Flash/Memory Products                                             
Compact Flash Cards    
Secure Digital Cards                                
Secure Digital Cards w/Adapters 
Secure Digital High Capacity Cards 
ExpressCard SSD  
Flash Card Accessories  
Card Readers 
 
Imaging Products 
OEM Replacement Laser Toner Cartridges 
Glossy Photo Paper 
 
Accessories 
Keyboards for PCs and Macs 
Mice for PCs and Macs 
Mobile Accessories 
CD/DVD Storage Cases 
Cleaning Kits 
 
About Verbatim  
Verbatim’s businesses in the Americas, Europe/Middle East/Africa and Asia Pacific regions are wholly 
owned subsidiaries of Tokyo-based Mitsubishi Kagaku Media Co., Ltd.  MKM’s parent company, 
Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation (MCC), is Japan's largest chemical company. 
 
Verbatim develops and markets innovative, high-quality products for storing, moving and using digital 
content. Known for its leadership in the optical, magnetic and flash storage and related accessories 
markets, the company provides reliable, unique technologies and products that are highly sought after and  
broadly distributed worldwide.  For more information, contact Verbatim Americas, LLC, 1200 W.T. 
Harris Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28262, (800) 421-4188. In Europe, Verbatim Ltd., Prestige House, 23-26 
High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9DU, UK, (+44) 1784 439 781. In Japan, Mitsubishi Kagaku Media 
Co., Ltd., 4-1-23, Shiba Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8415, (+81) 3-5454-3972. Or, visit the web site at 
www.verbatim.com and select the country of your location. 

# # # 
 

Verbatim is a registered trademark of Verbatim Americas, LLC.  Other company and product names contained herein are trademarks of their 
respective companies. Specifications subject to change without notice.  
 
Editor’s Note: For photos and more information on Verbatim’s complete product line, contact 
Andy Marken, Marken Communications, Inc.; (408) 986-0100 or email andy@markencom.com  
 
 
 
 

 


